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 Chapter 23 
European Supremacy 

1880s - 1914 

 
Part One (Social Stuff) 

Idiot’s Guide:  pp. 284-289 
 

Section 1 (pp 760-762): Population Trend       
   1.  What has happened to European Population since its peak in 1900? 
    
 
 
Section 2: (pp 762 - 665): the Second Industrial Revolution       
   1.  If Britain dominated the early Industrial Revolution,  who dominated the second? 

 

 New Industries 
  2.  What 3 things are associated with the first Industrial Revolution? 
 
 
  3.  What 4 things are associated with the SECOND Industrial Revolution? 
 
 
 

  Economic Difficulties  Very Important Section 
   No questions, but a great description of the era 
   This is when the “department store (Sears/JC Penney’s/ etc) were invented 
  
 
 
Section 3 (pp 765- 768): Middle Class in Ascendancy       
    1.  “The middle class became the arbiter of consumer taste” 
  
     a)  what does “arbiter of consumer taste”  mean??? 
 
     b)  who HAD been the arbiter 
 
     c)  Do you still think it’s the middle class? 
 
 
  Social Distinctions within the middle class. 
   2  Describe the group at the TOP of the Middle Class pyramid 
 
 
   3.  Describe the next group within the middle class pyramid 
 
 
   4.  Describe the bottom of the middle class pyramid 
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     4b.  This group often had __________ origins but _________________  aspirations 
   
     4c.  What was their relationship to their ‘roots’? 
 
  
 
 
Section 4 (pp 768- 772):  Late 19th Century Urban Life       
   1.  About how much of the French / German populations lived in cities 
  
  The Redesign of the Cities 
   1.  How did the spending on the creation of public spaces contribute to employment? 

 

   2  how did the building impact living paterns? 

  

   

  Urban Sanitation 
   Reread the first paragraph very carefully 
   3. WHO benefits when the health/housing of the poor is improved???? 
 
   4.  What is the connection between Cholera and urban reform? 

 

   5   So, when did water/sewage systems get developed 

   6.  ok, there is a gem of an idea just thrown in the middle of a paragraph. 

    All of these regulations for health/safety “introduced new restraints on private life and   
     enterprise”  and “new modes of government intervention” 
 
    Hold it!  It looks as if European are abandoning the belief in ___________________’ 

 

  Housing Reform an Middle-Class Values 

   7.  Notice what’s being not-too-subtly repeated.   Reformers from the _____________ class being  

     repulsed by the _____________ class even as they’re wanting to help. 

 

   8.  What 3 qualities would decent housing foster,  according to middle class reformers. 

 

 

   9.   Ok, what other benefits to society did ‘welfare’ have?   Book lists 2 good ones. 

     (oh, I threw that W word in there.  The book is avoiding it, but that’s what it is) 
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Section 5 (pp 772-780):  Women’s Experiences   Super Important Section  
 Women’s Social Disabilities 
  1.   married women couldn’t have . . . ???? 
 
  2.   I hope this section gets you angry.  It’s the beginning of the modern age and this is silly 

  3.   Um, WHAT did the Napoleonic codes consider women to be??? 
 
  4.    Women had to show their husbands Adultery + something else,  men could divorce by just  
     showing their wife’s adultery.  What attitude does this practice assume? 
 
  5.   What became one of the only professions open to women in this era? 
 
 New Employment Patterns for Women 
  6   What kinds of new jobs began opening up for women? 
 
  7.  When did women stop working? 
 
 Working Class Women 
  Good stuff 

 Poverty and Prostitution 

  Which women were likely to become prostitutes?  For how long? 

    

 

 Women of the Middle Class   Read this section very carefully.  It’s one of my favorites 
  8.  Holy moley!  The last sentence of the first paragraph is amazing!! 
    Please summarize it. 
  
 
  9.  What became the only role for wives? 
 
 
  10.  What kind of home was the wife to create . . . for her husband? 
  
 
  11.  “Within a home, a middle class woman largely directed the household” 
     What is new about this arrangement in Europe? 
 
 
  12.  Cult of Domesticity is a strange word.  Very important section.   
      Cult does not mean “religion”  in this case it means “overemphasis” & “Hyper concern regarding x” 
   This entire column is a description of the Cult of Domesticity. 
   Please sum up the idea in a sentence of two.   Ms Duer and teh internets can help you 
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  13.  Why were people having fewer kids? 
 
  
 The Rise of Political Feminism 
  Your book assumes that you understand that conservatives in this era opposed the granting of the  
   vote for women based on a general distrust of voting   
  14. According to Kagan, why did even some liberals (who one would assume support it) oppose it as  
     well? 
    
  15.  Why would some women oppose feminist causes? 
 
  16.  What were some of the areas that women disagreed that prevented a united front for change? 
 
 
 
  17.  hahaah, the second paragraph on 778 is pretty insightful “unorthodox opinions on sexuality . . .   
    hardened resistance to the feminist message”  Make sure you understand what it’s saying. 
 
  18.  ok, now it’s getting good, 
    What was Fawcett’s method and what was the assumption behind it? 
 
 
 
    What were Pankhurst’s methods and her assumptions behind them? 
 
 
  
 
     If you had been alive then, which would you have joined?? 
 
 
 
  19.  Notice the top of 780 regarding German Feminism in that more      
     traditional/authoritarian/conservative Empire. 
 
  
  20.  Before World War 1 (1914-1918), what was the ONLY country that allowed women to vote? 
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CHAPTER 23 (Part 2) 
 

Section 6: (pp 704 - 705): Jewish Emancipation   
 Intro  
  Very Cool intro.  Makes you proud to be a part of a culture. 

 Differing Degrees of Citizenship 
  1.  Where was treatment of Jews the worst? 

  2.  What is a pogrom? 

Broadened Opportunities 
   3.  In Western Europe, Jews will be associated with what party? 
   
  4.  In Eastern Europe, Jews will gravitate toward  .  . .  
 
  5.  So, in Western Europe,  prejudice would be encountered on a ________________ level,  
  
     but not on a _________________ level 
 
  6.  However, by the end of the century there were rumblings that things might not be so good. 
     
    What were the attitudes about this amongst many Jews? 
 
 
  

  
Section 7: (pp 705 - 710): Labor, Socialism, Politics      
 Intro. 
   1.  Workers turned away from? 
  
   2.  Workers turned to what new institutions & ideas?  
 
 Trade Unionism 
   3. What did Unions try to get for their members in the mid-century? 
 
   4.  How did it change in the later part of the century? 
 
 Democracy and Political Parties 
   5.  What was THE “major question” that split late-1800s socialists ? 
 
   
 Karl Marx and the First International 
   6.  WHY do you think Trade Unionists who got legal recognition in ’71 “wanted no connection with  
     the events in Paris? 
 
   7.  What did the First International actually do?? 
 
 Great Britain: Fabianism and early Welfare Programs 
   8.  Which political party did unions support in the late 1800s? 
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   9.  What year did the Labour Party get launched in England? 
 
 
   10.  WHOAH!!!    ReRead VERY slowly the last column of 783. 
     The Fabians are important and you need to understand what it’s saying. 
 
     a.  Were they socialists? 
 
     b.  What kind of approach did they want to take for major social reforms? 
 
 
     c.  How could the problems of industrialization be solved and achieved?? 
 
   
     d.  Were they Marxists-Socialists?? 
 

     e.  ok, WHY did the Labor party begin making more reforms than they probably wanted  

      to do? 

 

     f.  So the end result is that by World War I,  the British government  was taking an  . .  .  

 

 France: “Opportunism” Rejected 

   11.  So would Jaures fundamentally agree or disagree with the English Fabians? 

     If you were making groups/connections would you put them together? 

 

   12.  What was the ultimate fate of Juares? 

 

 Germany: Social Democrats and Revisionism 

   13.  What is the SPD?    

  

   14.  OK, very important.  Kagan is being clever with that last sentence.  When YOU think of the  
    SPD, you MUST think of reform and working within the government. 
 

   15.  Notice, how was Bismarck able to pass anti-socialist legislation? 

 

   16.  Did his measures work against socialists?? 

   17.  OK MOST IMPORTANT PARAGRAPH/QUESTION 

     a.  what reforms did Bismarck push 

 

     b.  Why did he push reforms he did not agree with??? 
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   18.  Don’t really care much about the Erfurt Program 

     

   19.  Last column on 785 is PURE GOLD.   Please read it carefully 

     a.  What was Bernstein’s critique of Marx?? 

 

     b.  What did Bernstein advocate?? 

 

 

  Russia: Industrial Development and the Birth of Bolshevism 

   20.  Define Kulak  (very important later) 

 

   21.  hold it how can you be a Russian Marxist???   Marx said that capitalism will produce   
     proletarians and socialism would come afterwards.   But Russia is still basically   
     feudal??!!! 
    

   22.  Lenin rejected the ideas that revolution would come from the  . . .  

     He believed revolution would come from what group? 

 

   23.  When the Russian SPD split . . .  

     followers of Lenin were called 

  

     The more moderate “evolutionary” socialists were called 

 

   24. What occurred at the Winter Palace in 1905? 

 

   25.  Which side did the Military take? 

 

   26.   Nicholas II agreed to a Duma, but what had happened by 1907? 

 

  In Perspective  

   This is a really nice summation.  : ) 


