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 You will observe that from Magna Charta to the Declaration of Right it has been the uniform 

policy of our constitution to claim and assert our liberties as an entailed inheritance derived to us from our 

forefathers, and to be transmitted to our posterity - as an estate specially belonging to the people of this 

kingdom, without any reference whatever to any other more general or prior right.   

. . . We have . . . liberties from a long line of ancestors. 

 

 . . . we receive, we hold, we transmit our government and our privileges in the same manor in 

which we enjoy and transmit our property and our lives.  The institutions of policy, the goods of fortune, 

the gifts of providence are handed down to us, and from us, in the same course and order. 

Our political system is placed in a just correspondence and symmetry with the order of the world . . . 

 

 Believe me, Sir, those who attempt to level, never equalize.  In all societies, consisting of various 

descriptions of citizens, some description must be uppermost.  The levelers, therefore, only change and 

pervert the natural order of things;  they load the edifice of society by setting up in the air what the 

solidity of the structure requires to be on the ground.   

 

 You do not imagine that I wish to confine power, authority, and distinction to blood  and names 

and titles.  No, Sir.  There is no qualification for government but virtue and wisdom, actual or 

presumptive.  . . . Woe to the country which would madly and impiously reject the service of the talents 

and virtues. . .    Woe to the country, too, that, passing into the opposite extreme, considers a low 

education, a mean contracted view of things, a sordid, mercenary occupation, as a preferable title to 

command!   . . . no mode of election. . . can be generally good in a government conversant in extensive 

objects 

 

 Society is indeed a contract. . . As the ends of such a partnership cannot be obtained in many 

generations, it becomes a partnership not only between those who are living, but between those who are 

living, those who are dead, and those who are to be born.  Each contract of each particular state is but a 

clause in the great primeval contract of eternal society, linking the lower with the higher natures, 

connecting the visible and the invisible world,  according to a fixed compact sanctioned by the in the 

inviolable oath which holds all physical and all moral natures, each in their appointed place. 

  

 If circumspection and caution are a part of wisdom, when we work only upon inanimate matter, 

surely they become a part of duty too, when the subject of our demolition and construction is not brick 

and timber, but sentient beings, by the sudden alteration of whose state, condition, and habits, multitudes 

may be rendered miserable . . .  Time is required to produce that union of minds which alone can produce 

all the good we aim at.  Our patience will achieve more tan our force. . . By a slow but well-sustained 

progress, the effect of each step is watched;  the good or ill success of the first, gives light to us in the 

second; and so, from light to light, we are conducted with safety through the whole series.  We see, that 

the parts of the system do not clash.  The evils latent in the most promising contrivances are provided for 

as they arise.  One advantage is as little as possible sacrificed to another. We compensate, we reconcile, 

we balance.  We are enabled to unite into a consistent whole the various anomalies and contending 

principles that are found in the minds and affairs of men.  From hence arises, not an excellence in 

simplicity, but one far superior, an excellence in composition. 
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 We are convinced that society can no longer be saved without strong and vigorous 

resolutions on the part of the Governments still free in their opinions and actions. 

 

 We are also convinced that this may be, if the Governments face the truth, if they free 

themselves from all illusion, if they join their ranks and take their stand on a line of correct, 

unambiguous, and frankly announced principles. 

 

 If the same elements of destruction which are now throwing society into convulsions 

have existed in all ages  --  for every age has seen immoral and ambitious men, hypocrites, men 

of heated imaginations, wrong motives, and wild projects --  yet ours, by the single fact of the 

liberty of the press, possesses more than any preceding age the means of contact, seduction, and 

attraction whereby to act on these different classes of men. 

 

 We are certainly not alone in questioning if society can exist  with the liberty of the press, 

a scourge unknown to the world before the latter half of the seventeenth century . . . 

 

 The first principle to be followed by the monarchs, . . . should be that of maintaining  the 

stability of political institutions against the disorganized excitement which has taken possession 

of men’s minds; . . .  

 

 The first and greatest concern for the immense majority of every nation is the stability  of 

the laws, and their uninterrupted action - - never their change.  Therefore, let the Governments 

govern, let them maintain the groundwork of their institutions, both ancient and modern;  for if it 

is at all times dangerous to touch them, it certainly  would not now, in the general confusion, be 

wise to  

do so . . . 

 

 Let them maintain religious principles in all their purity, and not allow the faith to be 

attacked and morality interpreted according to the social contract or the visions of foolish 

sectarians. 

 

 To every great State determined to survive the storm there still remain many changes of 

salvation, and a strong union between the States on the principles we have announced will 

overcome the storm itself. 

 
  


