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 Chapter 24 

The Birth of Modern European Thought 
1880s - 1914 

Hint:  There are a ton of names in this chapter. 
If a name is not on the term sheet you do not need to memorize it. 

 

 

Section 1 (pp 794-797): The New Reading Public      

   This is my favorite period of history.  The Italicized intro is a great explanation of why. 

  Advances in Primary Education 

   1.  Why did everybody (liberals/conservatives) support mass education?  Don’t forget the 2
nd

 reason 

 

 

  Reading Material for the Mass Audience 

   More people can read, and read trashy stuff.  That is all. 

    

   

 

Section 2: (pp 797 - 799): Science at Midcentury      

   1.  What is the Newtonian view of the Universe? 

 

 Comte, Positivism, and the Prestige of Science 

  2.   Comte is interesting and very pro science!!!  He reflects mainstream Victorian “faith” in  

    science.   That is all at our level. 

  

  Darwin’s Theory of Natural Selection  Very Important Section 

   The second paragraph is the best short explanation of Darwin I’ve seen. 

    The Third paragraph is a good explanation of why it was perceived as dangerous by some. 

   He gets compared to both Newton AND Copernicus.  And deservedly so. 

   Random Fact:  The Altar at Westminster Abbey is flanked on the left by a massive sculpture of  

    Newton and on the right by Darwin.   

 

  Science and Ethics 

   Define Social Darwinism? 

 

   Is “Social Darwinism” Darwin’s theory? 

 

   “Survival of the Fittest” should be associated with Darwin or Spencer? 

 

 

   Very confusing ending about Huxley.   Class stuff will be on the test.  

 

 

Section 3 (pp 800 - 805): Christianity and the Church under Siege     
   Intellectual Skepticism 

   1.  What did Strauss propose? 

  

   2.  What was beginning to be believed about the bible? 
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   3.  How was Geology calling religion into question? 

 

   4.  How was Darwin’s ideas calling religion into question? 

 

   5.  How was anthropology / psychology / sociology call religion into question? 

   

   6.  The last paragraph is important. The sentence beginning “Fewer educated people . . .”  is a  

     good summation of the section. 

   

  Conflict Between Church and State 

   7.   What does “supraNATIONAL” mean??  (middle of first paragraph) 

  

 

   8.  Britain and France:  no big deal.   

    Just be aware of what issue is causing the wedge between church and state? 

 

 

   9.  What was Kulturekampf designed to accomplish?   

 

 

   10.  Why do you think Bismarck believed that “the Catholic Church . ..  threatened the unity of the  

     German Empire”? 

 

 

   11.  Was he successful? 

 

 

  Areas of Religious Revival 
   This little section is a nice antidote to the other sections.   

   Average people did not embrace the new thinking immediately 

 

  The Roman Catholic Church and the Modern World 

   12.  What did Pius IX’s Syllabus of Errors do? 

 

 

   13.  Whoh, when did Papal Infallibility first get articulated? 

     By whom? 

 

     At what meeting? 

 

   14.  How was Leo XIII’s approach to modernity different from Pius’ 

  

 

  Islam 

   Cool section 
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Section 4 (pp 805 - 819):  Toward a 20
th

 Century Frame of Mind      
   1.  super important introduction.  Last Sentence!! 

      “Modern” thought attacked what 4 major assumptions of Victorian Society? 

 

 

 

  Science: The Revolution in Physics 

   2.  Reread the last sentence of the first paragraph!   Doesn’t IT???  Nope  heh heh 

   3.  What did Poincare say our “science” was (rather than true descriptions of nature)???? 

     Poincare’s name is not important, but his idea is. 

 

   4.  Your book is hittin’ you with some concepts that most folks in America are clueless    

    to (and would disagree with if you actually confronted them) 

  

   5.  OK, the last word of the 3
rd

 Paragraph is the whole point of the new science!!!   

 

     

  Literature: Realism and Naturalism 

   6. What did the Naturalist attempt to show in their work? 

    

   7.  What did the Naturalist reject? 

 

   8.  Holy crap!   Look at the last sentence of this section.   Make sure you understand it. 

     How does this sentence relate to #5 above. 

 

 

  Modernism in Literature 

   9.  What separated the Modernists from the Realists? 

 

   10.  Last paragraph:  what conditions made modernism flourish in European Society? 

   

  The Coming of Modern Art 

   11.  Impressionism focused on what topics? 

   

   12.  Impressionism focused on what method of painting? 

     

   13.  How did the Cubists differ from all painting since the Renaissance???? 

 

  Friedrich Nietzsche 

   Meh, not the best description of this crazy philosopher.   We’ll cover him in class. 

   14.  what kind of values should we create? 

 

   15.  what values should we “abandon” 
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  The Birth of Psychoanalysis 

   16.  How did Freud change our view of children???!!! 

   17.  Why would this be considered radical in the Victorian age?? 

     

   18.  How did Freud change Enlightenment/scientific notion about Humans being rational decision  

     makers? 

 

   19.  Hold it, Carl Jung believed that we get ideas from WHERE????      

       

  Retreat from Rationalism in Politics 

   20.   According to Weber, what gives people a sense of worth? 

  

   21. So what R-word seems to be attacked in this section. 

 

  Racism 

   22.  ding-ding.  Did you catch the “Aryan” reference? 

   23.  Ok, the bottom of 817 and 818 might be the best description of Nationalism I’ve ever seen. 

     Please understand what it’s saying.  Also, be aware of it when you see it in modern life. 

  

  Anti-Semitism and the Birth of Zionism 

   24.  What is Zionism? 

 

   25.  What did Herzel want? 

   

    

 

Section 5 (pp 820-824):  Women and Modern Thought  Super Important Section  
 Anti-Feminism  
  1.   How did Anti-feminists use Darwin to justify their beliefs 

  

  2. this section is interesting.  You don’t need to know all of the facts/people that are thrown at you.  

    If you have to summarize page 820 (and you do) in one sentence, how would you?? 

 

   

 

 New Directions in Feminism 

  3   I’m not sure what questions to throw at you about this section. Just read it. It’s pretty interesting. 

 

  4.  What specific reforms (other than voting) did women in this era fight for? 

  

  5.  Wow, the Virginia Woolf section is impressive.   Big issues are being thrown at you.  


