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Chapter 28 

World War II 
The main parts of this chapter are in the First & Last Sections  

Sections 1 (pp 938 - 948): The Road to War  (1933-1939)    RB: 468 - 477 
 This is the most important section in the chapter. Focus your studying here. 

 Hitler’s Goals   
   1.   What is Lebensraum? 

 

 

   2.   What groups would have to be “removed” so that Germans could expand? 

 

 

   3.   What geographic areas of Europe is Hitler eyeing? 

 

 

 Italy Attacks Ethiopia 

   4.  What 2 countries seem totally unwilling to enforce international agreements? 

 

 Remilitarization of the Rhineland 

   5.  What is the policy of Appeasement? 

 

   6. Appeasement is based on what assumptions/beliefs  (I found 4)? 

 

 

   7.  Last sentence:  In the early 30s,  what was the policy of . . .  

     Germany 

     France 

     England 

 

  The Spanish Civil War    

  Awesome period of history!   Pan‟s Labyrinth is set in this period    

   8   What groups make up the Popular Front? 

 

   9.  Which side (communist /fascists) are trying to overthrow the government? 

 

   10.  Who won? 

 

 Austria and Czechoslovakia 

   11.  What is the Anschluss? 
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   12.  How did Germany „take‟ Austria? 

   13.  What area of Czechoslovakia did Hitler want?   Where is it?  (map 946) 

 

     

Munich 

   14.  What did Hitler get at Munich? 

 

   15.  What did he agree to? 

 

   16.  When and how was Czechoslovakia created??  How old is it? 

 

   17.  Did the British people support appeasement? 

 

   18.  What country did the Brits/French finally agree to protect? 

 

     What were the problems of this new policy? (top of 948) 

   

    

The Nazi-Soviet Pact    

   19.   ______________  gave way to political and military _________________ 

   20.  When did World War II begin?    Over what issue? 

 

 

Section 2: (pp 948 - 960): World War II  (1939-1945)   RB: 481-493 

 This is an interesting section.  You should read it.     

 The German Conquest of Europe 

  1.  How long did France last?    Who surrendered? 

 

 The Battle of Britain 

  2.  What kind of battle was the “Battle of Britain”   

 

     

 The German Attack on Russia 

     3.  How successful was Hitler‟s invasion of Russia (U.S.S.R)? 

 

 Hitler’s Plans for Europe 

  4. What was Hitler‟s policy in Poland? 



3 

 

  5.  “Hitler‟s long range plans included ____________ as well as ________________ 

 Japan and the United States Enter the War 

  6.  In June 1941, the U.S. “froze” __________________  and “cut off” _________________. 

  7.  “a war faction . . . decided to risk _________ rather than _____________” 

 The Tide Turns 

  8.  Stalingrad is the turning-point.   Russia lost _________ in this battle than the US lost in _______ 

  9.  The section on “Strategic Bombing” is about the most apologetic / lame presentation I‟ve ever  

   seen.  Having read it, who do you think was more „into‟ bombing civilians?? 

 

 The Defeat of Nazi Germany 

  10.   What is the date of D-Day? 

  11.   When did Hitler invade the U.S.S.R ? 

  12.  When did the US declare war (p 953)? 

  13.  What policy regarding surrender actually prolonged the war? 

 

  14.  WHY would we demand that particular form of surrender (knowing it would lead to more Americans  killed)? 

 

 Fall of the Japanese Empire 

  15.  How many Americans were predicted to die in the Japanese invasion? 

 

  16.  How did we end the War with Japan? 

 

  17.  Who was President of the US DURING the War? 

     Who was president at the END of the War? 

 The Cost of War 

  18. Last sentence is very important for the set up of the end of the war. 

 

 

 

Section 3: (pp 960 - 966): Racism and the Holocaust   RB: 448, 490   

 Intro 

  1.  What was Hitler‟s policy toward Slavs? 

  2.  What is the “final solution of the Jewish Problem” 

   

 The Destruction of the Polish Community 

  2.  Why were Polish Jews singled out? (just name a few reasons.  It‟s a long list)   
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 Polish Anti-Semitism Between the Wars 

 

 The Nazi Assault on the Jews in Poland 

  3.  By 1945, what percentage of Jews survived the Holocaust? 

  4.  Where did the majority of survivors go after the war? 

 Explanations of the Holocaust 

  5.  I‟d like you to actually try to understand the “debate” about the nature of the Holocaust. 

  6.  “This horrendous incident suggests  that . . . a climate . . . of either ____________ or   

    ____________  . . . existed . . “ 

  This last section was an amazingly honest approach to the problems of the Holocaust.  

   There aren‟t any easy answers for the events of this era.  : ( 

 

 

 

Section 4: (pp 966 - 972):  The Domestic Fronts    

 This is a section we’ll just skim through.     

  notice the phrase “total war.”    It‟s a new word for WWII.    

 Germany:  From Apparent Victory to Defeat 

     Not much here.  Just skim it.   

 France: Defeat, Collaboration and Resistance  (Read This Section!!) 

     The First new paragraph on 969 is very important to understanding France in WWII.   

     That first column on 969 is amazing!!!   In my opinion, it shows you how any western country  

      could easily slip into a fascist state of being.   

     

 Great Britain: Organization For Victory 

        Interesting.  Just skim it. 

 The Soviet Union: “The Great Patriotic War” 

  1.  About how many soviet people were killed 

     READ the last paragraph.  Make sure you understand it. 

 

Section 5: (pp 972 - 976):  Preparations for Peace    RB: 493 - 497 

 This is the most important section in the chapter. Focus your studies here!     

 Intro 

  1.  very honest assessment of the grievances of both the U.S. & the U.S.S.R.   

  2.  What 2 things helped improve the feelings of the west to the Soviet Union? 

  3.  What was  

    a) Stalin‟s opinion of the west? 

    b)  Churchill‟s opinion of Stalin? 

    c) Roosevelt‟s opinion of Stalin? 
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 The Atlantic Charter 

   2. What did everyone agree to at this meeting? (last sentence) 

   

 Tehran: Agreement on a Second Front 

      3.  OK, Kagan is being too secretive/round-a-bout in what he‟s trying to say.  
    Summary of his opinion: At Tehran we agreed to do D-Day at Normandy (instead of from Greece).   
         We got snookered by Stalin because our troops would be in Western Europe and would NOTbe  in  

     eastern/central   Europe.  This would give Stalin a free hand in Eastern Europe. 

 

   Churchill and Stalin 

    4.  Ok, according to Kagan, Who else, besides Stalin, had dreamed of controlling Eastern Europe.  

 

        4b.  so, is Stalin that different from Russian leaders of the past? 

 

   Germany 

    5.  WHAT did Stalin want from Germany????     

 

 

    6.  In your opinion, what is the connection between the question above (5) & Q 1 from Section 4? 

  

   Eastern Europe 

    7.  What kind of governments in Eastern Europe did The Soviet Union feel it  “deserved” 

 

    

    8.  What kind of governments did the West insist on? 

 

 

    9.  NOTICE HOW LANGUAGE MATTERS.  There are two “Polish Governments” when the  

        Germans own Poland:   Ours and Stalin‟s.   Look at what Kagan calls each.   : ) 

     9 a) London =  

     9 b) Stalin‟s = 

 

   10.  What was Stalin always fearful that we would do to him? 

 

  

 Yalta 

  11. What were we needing from Stalin?  And would be willing to sacrifice almost anything to get it? 

 

    

 Potsdam 

  Potsdam is where things break apart and former allies become somewhat hostile.  That is all 

    

 

 In Perspective 

  Kagan has crammed a ton of cool opinions/insights/information in this section!! 

    In his opinion western weakness in the face of evil explains WWII.   

   

 

 


