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 Chapters 26 & 27 

Europe Between the Wars 
1919-1939 

Idiot‟s Guide pp. 336-352 

We‟ll be mashing two chapters together.  It might seem confusing but here‟s the Big Picture 

 - Chapter 1:  Problems after WWI:     26:1   &    27:1    

 - Chapter 2:  Democratic Responses (E & F):   26:4   &   27: 2 

 - Chapter 3:  USSR & Early Communism:    26:2 

 - Chapter 4:  Italy & Mussolini   26:3  &   27: 4 

   - Chapter 5:  Germany & Hitler   26:6  &   27: 3 

   - Chapter 6:  USSR under Stalin         27:5    
 

  

Chapter 1:  Economic / Political / Diplomatic Problems Between the Wars 
  Brief Overviews (Do NOT Skip) 

   pp. 876-878 

   pp.  906 – 907 = perfect description of the situation that brought Hitler & Stalin about 

 

 26 Section 1 (pp 878-879): Political & Economic Factors After Versailles    

    1.  For the first time in European history, governments had . . .  

     wow!  We‟re embarking on a new experiment! 

 

    2.  Holy Moly!  According to Kagan,  was it a “simple task”? 

 

    

    3.  According to Kagan, the democratic experiment “foundered on the harsh realities” of what 3  

     things?? 

 

    4.  Wow!  According to Kagan, what did some “important” elements think about democracy? 

    

 

   Demand for Revision of the Paris Settlement 

    5.  Paraphrase this section in one sentence. 

 

 

   Postwar Economic Problems 

    6  How did the number of war casualties hurt the economies of the participants? 

 

    7.  How were the European States doing financially after the war? 

 

    8.   What 2 non-European countries benefitted from the Great War? 
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   New Roles for Government & Labor 

    9.  Overall, how did Labor Unions do after the war? 

 

    10.  According to Kagan, the middle class became increasingly . . .  

 

 27 Section 1 (pp 908-911): Toward the Great Depression      

    1.  Wow, how does it feel to be re-living that first paragraph?  : ) 

   The Financial Tailspin 

    2.  Ok, there are some majorly important points hidden in this section. 

     There are two opposing evils to fear Unemployment in slow economies and inflation in  

     heated economies.  Both are bad problems.  According to Kagan, Modern governments  

     try to avoid ________ ,  but in this chapter  they tended to fear  _________ 

     

 

     Kagan tries to do too much on page 908-9.  Just be aware that Reparations and debt are  

      killing the world economy.   

    

   Problems in Agricultural Commodities:  SKIP 

    

   Depression & Government Policy 

      In Terms of your world view (especially given the economic meltdown you are witnessing)  

     please understand what the first paragraph on 910 is saying 

 

    3.  According to Kagan, Anxieties about the economy fueled . . . ? 

 

    4.  Sum up John Maynard Keynes in one sentence!!! 

    

      

 

 

CHAPTER 2:   The Response of Western Democracies 

 26 Section 4: (pp 891 - 895): Joyless Victors         

 France: The Search for Stability 

    1.  Don‟t worry about the specifics of this first bit. 

    2.   and you can just skim the “new alliances” section as well. 

    3.   NOTICE:  it is the French who want to “get tough” on the Germans and the rest of the world 

       that wusses out.  

    4.  reduce this entire section to ONE sentence!   
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  Great Britain: Economic Confusion!    
    5.  Who got the vote in 1918??!!! 

 

    6.  So what was the government response to post-war unemployment (10%+) 

 

    7.  So who was the first Labour Party Prime Minister?  Year? 

 

    8.  um, what kind of party is it??   List 2 other countries‟ parties that they‟d agree with? 

 

    9.  What party did the Labour Party replace (vs the Conservative) 

 

    10.  Just Skim the General Strike section unless  you like 1) econ  or 2) Ron Paul 

     

    11.  What is the name of the radical Irish nationalist group?     What’s the military wing called?  

 

  

  

 27 Section 2 (pp 911- 915): Confronting the Great Depression in the Democracies   
   Great Britain:  The National Government 
    1.  VERY IMPORTANT:  What did Ramsay MacDonald WANT to do during the Depression? 
     That is the traditional action taken in bad times.  “tighten the belt! Spend w/in your means”     

 

 

    2.  What 2 big changes to British Economics did the National Government take? 

 

 

 

    3.  Was it a center left or center right party? 

 

 

   France:  The Popular Front 

    4.  Was Action Francaise far left or far right? 

 

    5.  What did they want to put above politics? 

 

 

    6.  Is the Popular Front politically right or left? 

 

    7.  List 4 reforms/innovations created by the  Blum’s Popular Front. 

 

 

 
    8.  Holy Moly!!  I love Kagan. I really need you to highlight the last sentence in the section. 

        The next time somebody rags the French about WWII, please, remind them of this sentence. 
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CHAPTER 3:   U.S.S.R  &  Early Communism 

 26 Section 2: (pp 880 - 886): The Soviet Experiment        

   Interesting intro.  I think Kagan may be making a bit much about the spread of communism. Meh. 

 War Communism 

    1.  Who organized the Red Army 

    2.  According to Kagan, what pushed the Bolsheviks to “pursue authoritarian policies more  

     rapidly” than they would have?? 

 

    3. List 3 actions taken by the Bolsheviks during War Communism 

 

    4.  What were people’s reactions in 1920-21?   How did the Red Army respond? 

 

  The New Economic Policy  

    5.  So what industries would remain under government control? 

 

 

    6.  What capitalist elements would be allowed? 

 

 

 

    7.  Was the NEP successful? 

 

 

   Stalin vs Trotsky.   Ding Ding.  The Fight of the Century. 

    8.  How did Stalin’s position in the party help him advance? 

 

 

    9.  Who led the Right Bolsheviks? 

      What was their opinion on the NEP.? 

       On industrialization? 

 

 

    10.  Who won? 

 

 

  The Third International 

    11.  How did the Comintern fight Social Democrats? 

 

 

    12.  OK, NOW, we can form a bright line between communists and socialists. 

   

  Women and the Family in the Early Soviet Union 

    13.  What reforms were made under Lenin?   

 

 



5 

 

 

CHAPTER 4:   Italy & Mussolini 
 26 Section 3: (pp 886 - 895): The Fascist Experiment in Italy  

   This is THE best introduction to Fascism I‟ve ever seen.  Read carefully.    

    1.  Fascists are Anti-??  (list 4) 

 

    2.  Who would be safe under Fascism? 

 

    3.  For the Fascist, what was the most important aspect of reality?   Starts with N or S 

 

  The Rise of Mussolini 

   4.  wow, last sentence, first column:  perfectly stated difference between Communism/Fascism 

   5. Last paragraph on 887 is perfect.  You don‟t need to know all of those issues, you just need to get   

     a sense of it. 

   6.  Holy Moley! Mussolini figured out that middle and upper-middle folks wanted ________ , rather than  

     some vague form of _____________ (from the left) 

  

    So Mussolini‟s Black Shirts “disrupted” and “beat up” socialists,  attacked strikers & farm  

        workers.  And        

     a) what was the response of landowners & business people?? 

     

     b) response of the government??? 

 

   7.  So the Mythology that develops says that Mussolini came to power by what big action??? 

 

   8.  However, as Kagan correctly points out,  without __________________________  he couldn’t  

     have achieved authority. 

   9. What governmental position did Mussolini hold? 

 

  The Fascists in Power!   

    10. What 4 things does Kagan attribute to Mussolini’s success? 

 

    11.  Why is he granted dictatorial powers.  Notice not “taken”  but “granted” 

    12.  Many people “tolerated & even admired” him because . . .  

    13.  List the terms of the Lateran Accord. 

 

    14.  What was the Fascist position regarding women? 
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 27 Section 4 (pp 925- 926): Fascist Economics  

    1.  read carefully the first paragraph:  does it sound like laissez faire?  

 

   Syndicates 

    2.  Try to define Corporatism in one sentence. 

 

 

    3.  IF you think this „sounds like socialism!!” look carefully at the „greater goal‟! 

     THAT sentence is the difference between authoritarian communism & fascism. 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 5:  Hitler’s Germany  
 26 Section 6 (pp 898- 904): The Weimar Republic 
   Make sure you understand the intro section.  It‟s the set for Hitler‟s spike!   

   Constitutional Flaws 
    1.  What did Article 48 provide for? 

 

 

   Lack of Broad Popular Support 
    1.  wow, guys this is one of the best explanations of “How did Hitler come to power?” you‟ll see. 

    2.  What group was “deeply suspicious” of the government? 

 

 

   Invasion of the Ruhr and  Inflation 

 

    1.  What does inflation do to the middle class? 

 

    2.  whoah,  Kagan snuck two very important ideas at the very end of this section. 

     2a:  did everyone lose during the inflation? 

 

     2b:  last sentence:  what did German’s desire above all else? 

 

   Hitler’s Early Career 
    1.  What is the official name of the Nazis? 

 

    2.  Ok, Hitler‟s not a socialist.  Notice the small section of reading on 900.  A socialist would  

     replace every reference of  “the nation” with “the people”    Seems like a small   

     difference.  It aint. 

 

    3.  Memorize the sentence:  “the subordination of all economic enterprise to the welfare of _____” 

 

    4  So what exactly are the Brown Shirts (SA)?? 

       

    5. What was Hitler’s punishment for trying to overthrow the government in the Beer Hall Putsch? 
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    6  What 2 things did Hitler realize in prison? 

  

 

 The Stresemann Years 
    1.  Who is eventually elected president in 1925? 

 

    2.  This seems to indicate that Germany is taking a shift to the political _____________. 

 

 Locarno 
    1.  You do not need to know the specifics of the Locarno meetings. But you DO need to   

     understand that it is a turning point for a peaceful end of WWI.   Associate The Spirit of  

     Locarno with a new spirit of diplomacy! 

 

    2.  What did the Kellogg-Briand Pact renounce? 

 

    3.  Wow!   Kagan is on a roll!   Notice, that by the end of the 20‟s things are getting   

     (better/worse?) for Germany?   and then the depression hits! 

 

  

 27 Section 3 (pp 915- 925):  The Nazi Seizure of Power       

  Depression and Political Deadlock 

   1.   This is a great section to understand Hitler. 

   2.  About how many members did the SA have in 1933? 

 

   3. What is happening to the number of Nazis elected to the Reichstag? 

 

  Hitler comes to Power 

   4.  What is the largest popular vot the Nazis got? 

   5.  To what position was Hitler appointed to? 

     5b.  what year? 

 

   6.  WHY did Hindenburg and the conservatives appoint him?  

   7.  Did Hitler come to power by legal or illegal means? 

 

   8.  PLEASE reread the last paragraph of this section so that you understand the appeal of Hitler 

  Hitler’s Consolidation of Power 

   9.  So what “emergency” did Hitler use to gain dictatorial power? 

 

   10.  Who was Hitler’s rival WITHIN the Nazi Party?   What position did this rival hold? 

 



8 

 

 

   11. What group felt threatened by the SA and pushed Hitler to action? 

 

   12.  What  did Hitler do in late June of ’34?    It’s called “The Night of Long Knives”  : ) 

 

   13.  How did Hitler become the “sole ruler” of Germany? 

 

  The Police State & Anti-Semitism 

   14. What’s the SS?    Who led it? 

 

   15.  What are the Nuremberg Laws?  When were they passed? 

  

 

    16.  What is Kristallnacht?   Year? 

 

 

    17.  What is the Final Solution?    

 

     Important:  WHEN was it decided upon? 

 

   Racial Ideology and the Lives of Women 

    18.  Summarize Nazi attitudes toward women in one sentence? 

 

 

    19.  What kind of jobs were “natural” to women (according to Nazis) 

 

  

     Economic Policy 

    20.  Everything was “subordinated” to the _____________ 

 

    21.  What was Hitler‟s policy to get out of the Depression? 

     But the focus was on what kind of industry??? 

  

 

   

 

Chapter 6:  Back in the U.S.S.R.   

 27 Section 5 (pp 926-933):  Central Economic Planning, Collectivization, & Party Purges  

  The Decision for Rapid Industrialization 
   1.   Who had been in charge of the NEP? 

 

   2.  As a quick recap,  the NEP “permitted”  . . . ? 

 

 

   3.  What kinds of industries would be “rapidly industrialized”? 
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   4.  What were these plans (which measured about 5 years) called?   : ) 

 

   5.  “The plans consistently favored ___________  projects over the production of ______ goods.” 

     Make sure you understand the difference. 

   6.  What were the results of the 5-Year Plans?  Did they work? 

 

 

  The Collectivization of Agriculture 
   7.  A couple of important points in the first paragraph.  The government is (unintentionally) creating  

    DIS-incentives for the outcomes it wants.  Notice how the peasants are responding rationally to the situation. 

 

   8.  What were the 2 arguments given for collectivization of agriculture? 

 

 

   9.  What was the peasant response to Collectivization 

 

 

   10.  Was Stalin‟s collectivization successful? 

 

  Flight to the Soviet Cities 

   11.  Summarize this section in one quick sentence. 

 

  Urban Consumer Shortages 

   12.  2
nd

 Paragraph:  Super important.  It is THE image Americans have of the Soviet Union. 

   13.  So, how did the Soviet people cope/deal with the shortages? 

 

 

  Foreign Reactions and Repercussions 

   14.  What was the European Left’s opinion of Stalin/USSR during the early 30s 

 

  The Purges 

   15.  What was the “pretext” (rationale) for the purges? 

 

 

   16.  What groups were targeted as “enemies”? 

 

   17.  What are 2 common explanations for the craziness of the Purges 

 

 

     17b.  Notice how the first morphs into a slightly different explanation.  “cascade”?? 
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