
Chapter 15 

SOCIETY IN THE 1700s 
 

Section 1 (pp 480-482): Major Features of Life in the Old Regime     
 Intro   

1.  What is the Old Regime? 

   a) Politically? 

   b) Economically 

   c) Socially 

  2.  What were the “chief social characteristics” of the Old Regime? 

 

 Intro 

  3.  is this a “self-aware” era of history? 

 Maintenance of Tradition 

  4.  Was “change” or “tradition” the call of the day? 

 Hierarchy & Privilege 

  5.  What are Sumptuary laws?   

     - What are their purposes? 

     - Why do you think that they had become “largely ineffective” by this time? 

 

    6. What determined the rights that one had? 

  

Section 2: (pp 482 - 485): The Aristocracy      I.G.  110 – 113. 

  1.  What was the percentage of Nobles? 

  2.  How did they earn their money?    

   Varieties of Aristocratic Privilege 

     In Britain 

   3.  Although they owned _____ of all farmable land, they began expanding wealth into  . . . .  

   4.  they had __________  legal privileges, their power came from ________________ 

     In France 

   5.  What privileges did nobles have? 

 

     Eastern European Nobilities 

   6.  Do you think that nobles were more/less powerful vis-à-vis their king in eastern Europe?  Why 

 Aristocratic Resurgence 

   List/Describe the 4 ways Nobles attempted to keep power. 



 

Section 3 (pp 485 - 488): The Land and its Tillers     
 Intro: 

  1.  What was the “economic basis of 18
th
 century life”? 

  2.  How much of Europe lived in the country? 

 Peasants and Serfs 

  1.  How did the power between Land Lord and Peasant / Serf progress as one moved eastward? 

 

  2.  Define Corvee   What country is it associated with it? 

 

  3.  Define Robot.  What country is it associated with? 

   

  4.  Whose peasants had the worst lot? 

  5.  What is the Pugachev Rebellion? 

    Who was it against?    What was her response? 

  6.  “Peasant revolts were thus conservative in nature”   

    Explain what Kagan means by that seemingly contradictory sentence.    

    Revolts are usually considered a  “radical” action  (the opposite of conservative) 

  

 Aristocratic Domination of the Countryside: The English Game Laws. 

    Read this sections carefully. It is very important, and always on the AP test. 

  7. What were the Game Laws and how did they uphold “the superior status of the aristocracy”? 

   

  8.  What was the argument used by the poor / poachers when violating the game laws? 

 

 

Section 4 (pp 488 - 493):  Family Structures and the Family Economy  I.G. 139 - 148 

  Households in Northwest European: 

  1.  Where household usually nuclear or extended? 

  2.  What was done with children in the early teens? 

  3.  Average age of Marriage? 

      Premarital sex? 

  4.  What accounts for the late age of marriage? 

 Household in Eastern Europe: 

      Just notice the differences 

 The Family Economy  

  1.  How important were families to the individual? 



 Women and the Family Economy 

  2.  What was Marriage? 

  3.  A woman devoted much of life first to . . . . 

    and then to . ..  

  4.  What would rural girls of 14 do? 

  5.  What is a dowry and what was the stated rationale? 

 

 Children and the World of the Family Economy 

  6.  What was often done with infants? 

  7. What was the outcome of many unwanted children? 

  8.  What new ideas about children were slowing growing among the upper classes? 

 

 

Section 5 (pp 493-504):  The Revolution in Agriculture    I.G.  206-211  
 Intro  

  1.  Did urban or rural folks have a tougher time in famines? 

 New Crops and New Methods 

  2.  Where did the agricultural revolution begin? 

  3.  Generally speaking, sum up the improvements of the agricultural revolution (this little section)  

    without being too specific. 

 

 

 Enclosure Replaces Open-Field Methods  (super important section) 

  4.  Briefly explain the Open-field method in a sentence or two.  (first paragraph) 

 

  5.  Explain in English the last sentence.  Very important to understanding poor rural folk.  : ) 

 

  5. What was the goal of enclosure? 

  6.  How did large landowners get parliament to agree to this action? 

  7.  What negative impact did this have on poor people? 

  8.   Holy crap!   That last paragraph is deep.  Translate the last sentence into English. 

   

` Limited Improvements in Eastern Europe 

  9.  just make sure you get the big picture on this one.   

 Expansion of the Populations (super important section) 

  10.  What occurred to the population in the mid-1700s.   how long has it lasted? 

  11.  What caused it? 



  12.  What were the immediate impacts of it? 

 

  

 

Section 6 (pp497- 497): The Industrial Revolution in the 1700s  I.G.  211-214 
 Very Important:  Although it began in the 1700s, the Industrial Revolution is more often associated with the  

    1800s!!!!  Most books wait to talk about it „til after Christmas. 

  1. List the long term benefits of industrialization (very important) 

 

  2.  WHEN did people begin referring to “the Industrial Revolution” ? 

  A Revolution in Consumption 

  3.  What was the “most familiar side” of the Ind. Rev.? 

  

  4. Do you agree with the “critics” that a consumer economy “contrasted with . . . Christian ethics” ? 

 

  New Methods of textile Production 

  5.  What Industry pioneered the industrial revolution? 

  6.  Who controlled the daily routines of workers in the “domestic system” ?  (kind of a trick question) 

 

  7.  WHY did factories begin to develop?? 

 

  8.  What was the energy source of the new Industrial Revolution? 

    What was the energy source of earlier Europe? 

  9.  Don‟t underestimate the power of IRON!!! 

 The Impact of the Ag Rev & Ind Rev on Working Women  (ahem, very important section alert) 

  10.  What impact did the Ag Rev have on women‟s contributions? 

  11.  What had been “one of their most traditional means of earning income” in traditional Europe? 

 

  12.  What 4 long term results occurred because of the “shift in female employment” 

 

 

 

Section 7 (pp504 - 509):  The Growth of Cities 

 Patterns of PRE-industrial Urbanization 

  1.  What percent of Europe lived in cities? 



  2.  How did population distributions in cities change  in 

    a.  1600-1700 

    b.  1750-ish + 

 Urban Classes  (VERY important section) 

  The Upper Classes 

  3.  What  groups were at the top of the urban social structure? 

  The Middle Class  (this group is often called the Bourgeoisie)  

  4.  This new middle class „all benefited from . . .” ? 

  5.  What 3 specific careers are mentioned? 

  6  This group normally supported what 3 things? 

 

  7.  They may not have the _____ and ______ of the nobility, but they had the ____ 

  8.  What was the middle classes issues with  

    a.  the nobility? 

    b.  the poor 

 

  Artisans  (Sometimes Artisans are put as a lower tier of the middle class and labeled Petite Bourgeoisie, but  

     your book puts them with the lower classes – no biggie) 

  9.  What professions made this group? 

  10.  Where did they live? 

  11.  Were the guilds increasing or decreasing in importance? 

 

  The Urban riot 

  12.  Since they had no voice in government how did artisans show their displeasure? 

 

  13.  What was usually the target of their ire? 

 

Section 8 (pp 510-512): The Jewish Population 

  1.  what are ghettos? 

  


