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Assignment 1: First Reading

@VILIZATION, as historians define it, first emerged
between five and six thousand years ago when people in
different parts of the world began to live in organized
communities with distinct political, military, economic,
and social structures. Religious, intellectual, and artistic
activities assumed important roles in these early societies.
The focus of this book is on Western civilization, a civiliza
tion that many people identify with the continent of
Europe.

~~ Defining Western Civilization

Western civilization itself has evolved considerably over the
centuries. Most historians trace the origins of Western civi
lization to the classical world of Rome and Greece and
even farther back to the Mediterranean basin, including
lands in North Africa and the :rv1iddle East. Nevertheless,
people in these civilizations viewed themselves as subjects
of states or empires, not as members of Western civiliza
tion. Later, with the rise of Christianity, peoples in Europe
began to identify themselves as part of a civilization differ
ent from others, such as that of Islam, leading to a concept
of a Western civilization different from other civilizations.
In the fifteenth century, Renaissance intellectuals began to
identify this civilization not only with Christianity but also
with the intellectual and political a.chievements of the
.ancient Greeks and Romans. .

Important to the developl'oent of.the idea of a distinct
Western civilization were eIlcounters with other peoples.
Between 700 and 1500, encounters with the ,\\Torld of Islam
helped define the West4 But'after 1500, as European ships
began to move into other parts of the world, encounters
with peoples in Asia, Africa, and the Americas not only
had an impact on the civilizations found there but also
affected how people in the West defined themselves. At the
same time, as they set up colonies, Europeans began to
transplant a sense of Western identity to other areas of the
world, especially North America and parts of Latin Atner
ica, that have come to be considered part of Western
civilization.

As the concept of Western. civilization has evolved over
the centuries, so have the vaJues and unique feature~ asso
ciated with that civilization. Science played a crucial role in
the development of moden> W~stem civilizatiOlL l 1he soci
eties of the Greeks, the ROlrlarls)~' and medieval Europeans
were based largely on a belief in the existence of (s. spiritual

order; a dram.atic departure to a natural or material view
of the universe occurred in the seventeenth-century Scien
tific Revolution. Science and technology have been impor
tant in the growth of today's modern and largely secular
Western civilization, although antecedents to scientific
developlnent' also existed in Greek and medieval thought
and practice, and spirituality remains a component of the
Western world today.

Many historians have viewed the concept of political
liberty, belief in the fundamental value of every individual,
and a rational outlook based on a system of logical, analyt
ical thought as unique aspects of Western civilization. Of
course, the West has also witnessed horrendous negations
of liberty, individualism, and reason. Racism, slavery, vio
lence, world wars, totalitarian regimes-these, too, forin
part of the complex story of what constitutes Western
civilization. .

~ The Dating of Tune

In our examination of Western civilization, we need also
to be aware of the dating of time. In recording the past,
historians try to determine the exact time when events
occurred. World War II in Europe, for example, began on
September I, 1939, when Hitler sent German troops into
Poland, and ended on May 7, 1945, when Germany surren
dered. By using dates, historians can place events in order
and try to determine the development of patterns over
periods of time.

If someone asked you when you were born, you would
reply with a number, such as 1985. In the United States, we
would all accept that number without question because it
is part of the dating system followed in the Western world
(Europe and the Western Hemisphere). In this system,
events are dated by counting backward or forward from
the birth of Jesus Christ (assumed to be the year 1).t-.An
event that took place four hundred years before the birth
of Christ would be dated 400 B.C. (before Christ). Dates
after the birth of Christ are labeled A.D. These letters stand.
for the Latin words anna Domin~ which mean «in the year
of the Lord:' Thus an event that took place two hundred
years after the birth of Christ is written A.D. 200, or in the
year of the Lord 200. It can also be written as 200, just as
you would not give your birth year as A.D. 1985, but simply
as 1985. Historians also make use of other teims to refer to
time. A decade is ten years, a century is one hundred years,
and a millennium is one thousand years. Thus "the fourth
century B.C." refers to the fourth period of one hundred



years counting backward from 1, the assumed date of the
birth of Christ. Since the first century B.C. would be the
years 100 B.C. to 1 B.C., the fourth century B.C. would be
the years 400 B.C. to 301 B.C. We could say, then, that an
event in 350 B.C. took place in the fourth century B.C.

((The fourth century A.D:' refers to the fourth period
of one hundred years after the birth of Christ. Since the
first period of one hundred years would be the years 1 to
100, the fourth period or fourth century would be the
years 301 to 400.. We could say, then, that an event in 350
took place in the fourth ~entury. Likewise, the first millen
nium B.C. refers to the years 1000 B.C. to 1 B.C.; the second
millennium A.D. refers to the years 1001 to 2000. Some
historians now prefer to use the abbreviations B.C.E.

(CCbefore the Common Era») and C.E. C'Common Era")
instead of B.C. and A.D. This is especially true of world
historians, who prefer to use symbols that are not so

Westem- or Christian-oriented. The dates, of course,
remain the same. Thus 1950 B.C.E. and 1950 B.C. would
be the same year. In keeping with current usage by many
historians of Western civilization, this book uses the terms
B.C. and A.D.

The dating of events can also vary from people to
people. Most people in the Western world use the Western
calendar, also known as the Gregorian calendar after Pope
Gregory XIII, who refined it in 1582. The Hebrew calendar
uses a different system in which the year 1 is the equivalent
of the Western year 3760 B.C., considered to be the date
of the creation of the world according to the Bible. Thus
the Western year 2005 is the year 5765 on the Hebrew
calendar. The Islamic calendar begins year 1 on the day
Muhammad fled Mecca, which is the year 622 on the
Western calendar.
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Assignment 1: Second Reading

THE RISE OF EUROPE

.)Xi'[~:~i:l~~~~i~f~~t~:')'~i:\ ,.: =~o;~r::; ;;~~t~~:af;~:::: ~~::1:
Ages were not modem. But much of what is now
meant by "modern" made its first appearance in
Europe, and to understand both modem Europe
and the wider modem world it is necessary to reach
fairly far back in time. /

Over. the centuries between roughly 1500 and
1900, Europe created the most powerful conlbina
tion of political, military, econoinic, technological,
and scientific apparatus that the world had ever

seen. In doing so, Europe radically transfonned itself, and also profoundly affected other
societies and cultures in America, Africa, and Asia-sometimes destroying them, some··
times stimulating or enlivening them, and always presenting them with problems of resist
ance or adaptation. This European ascendancy became apparent about 300 years ago. It
reached its zenith with the European colonial empires at the beginning of the twentieth
century. Since then, the position of Europe has relatively declined, partly because of con
flicts within Europe itself, but mainly because the apparatus which had made Europe so
dominant can now be found in other countries. Some, like the United States, are in many
ways cultural and political offshoots of Europe. Others have very different and ancient.
backgrounds. But whatever their backgrounds, and willingly or not, all peoples in the con
temporary world have been caught up in processes of "modernization" or '~'development,"

which usually turns out to mean acquiring or adapting some of the technical skills and
powers first exhibited by Europeans.

There is thus in our time a kind of global modem civilization which overlies or pene
trates the diverse, regional cultures of the world. This civilization is an interlocking global
system, in that conditions on one side of the globe have repercussions on the other. Com
munications are almost instantaneous and news trav:els everywhere. If the air is polluted in
one country, neighboring countries are affected; if oil ceases to flow from the Middle East, ·
the life of Europe, North America, mi'"d Japan may become very difficult. The modem
world depends on elaborate means of transportation; on science, industry, and machiners;
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t0 Chapte~ I The Rise of Europe

on new sources of energy to meet insatiable demands; on scientific medicine, public
hygiene, and methods of raising food. States and nations fight wars by advanced methods,
and negotiate or maintain peace by diplomacy. There is an earth-encompassing network of
finance and trade, loans and debts, investments and bank: accounts, with resulting fluctua
tions in monetary exchanges and balances of payments. Some 190 very unequal and dis
united members compose the United Nations and represent every region of the world, but
the very concept of the nation, as represented in that body, is derived largely from Europe.

In most modem countries there have been pressures for increased democracy, and all
modem governments, democratic or not, seek to arouse the energies and support of their
populations. In a modem society old customs loosen, and ancestral religions are often
questioned or transformed. There are usually demands for individual liber~tion, ~nd an
expectation of a higher standard of living. Modern societies typically move toward more
equality between sexes and races, between adherents of different religions, or between dif
ferent parts of the same country; and most modem governments try to reduce the gap
between very high and low incomes. Movements for social change may be slow and grad
ual, or revolutionary and catastrophic, but movement of some kin4 is universal.

Such are a few of the historical trends of modernity. New "modernizing" forms of tech-·
nology, culture, or economic organization now emerge in many different regions of the
world, but most of the early patterns of modernity appeared first in Europe or.in the exten
sion of European societies (including the .United States). The present book thus deals
mainly with the historical growth of European societies and civilization, with increasing
attention in later chapters to the earth as a ,vhole.Antimodem movements and protests have
also been part of modem world history. When. they occur in Asia or Africa, they are often
called anti-Western, as if to show that Europe and the "West" have been at the heart of the
problem. Even those movements that most vigorously challenge Western social and cultural
systems must confront the institutions, ideas, and legacies of modem European history.

If "modern" refers especially to a certain complicated way of living, it has also
another sense, meaning merely vvhat is recent or current. As a time span the word "mod
em" is purely relative. It depends on what we are talking about. A modem kitchen may be
as much as 5 years old, modem physics is about 100 years old, modem science over 300,
the modem European languages about 1,000. Modem civilization, the current civilization
in which we are living, and which is always changing, is in one sense a product of the last
two centuries, but in other senses it is much older. Roughly speaking, it may be said that
modem times began in Europe about 1500. Modern times were preceded by a period of
1,000 years 'called the Middle Ages, which set in about A.D. 500, and which were in turn
preceded by about another 1,000 years of classical Greek and Roman civilization. Before
that reached the long histories of Egypt and Mesop9tamia, and, further east, of the Indus
Valley and China. All times prior to the European Middle· Ages are commonly called
"ancient." But the whole framework-ancient, medieval, and modern-is largely a matter
of words and convention, whose meaning developed mai~ly with reference to Europe. We
shall begin our history with a running start, and slow down the pace, surveying the scene
more fully in proportion as the times "grow more "modem." .



Assignment 1: Third Reading

T he heritage of Western civilization re
mains a major point of departure for un
derstanding the twenty-first century. The

unprecedented globalization of daily life that is a
hallmark of our era has occurred largely through
the spread of Western influences. From the six
teenth century onward, the West has exerted vast
influence~throughoutthe globe for both good and
ill, and to4ay's global citizens continue to live in
the wake of that impact. It is the goal of this
book to introduce its readers to the Western her
itage, so that they may be better informed .and
more culturally sensitive citizens of the emerging
global age.

The attacl<s upon the mainland of the United
States on September II, 2001, and the subsequent
American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq have
concentrated the attention of teachers, students,
and informed citizens upon the heritage and fu
ture of Western civilization as have no other
events since the end of World 'War ll. Whereas
previously, commentary about global civilization
involved analysis' of the spread of Western eco
nomic, technological,. and political influences, we .
now Inlist explain how the West has defined itself

. over Inany centuries and think about how the
" West will articulate its core values as it confronts

new a.nd daunting challenges. The events of recent
years and the hostility that has arisen in many
parts of the world to the power and influence of
the West require new efforts both to understand
how the West sees itself and how other parts of .
the '''arId see the West.

Twenty years ago, the West still defined itself
mainly in terms of the East-West tensions associ
ated with the Cold War. The West is now in the
process of defining itself in terms of global rival
ries arising from conflict. with political groups
that are not identical with nation-states~ groups
that define themselves in termS of opposition to
what they understand the West to be. Whether or
not we are witnessing a clash of civilizations, as
Samuel Huntington, the distinguished Harvard
political scientist, contends, we have certainly
entered a new era iIi which citizens of the West
need to understand how their culture, values,
economy, and political outlooks have emerged.
'fhey cannot leave it to those who would attack
the West to define Western civilization or to arti
culate its values.

XXVI

Since The Western Heritage first appeared, we
have sought to provide our readers with a work that
does justice to the richness and- variety of Western
civilization and its many complexities. We hope
that such an understanding of the West will foster
lively debate about its character, values, institu
tions, and global influence. Indeed, we believe such
a critical outlook on their own culture has charac
terized the peoples of the West since the dawn of
history. Through such debates we define ourselves
and the values of our culture. Consequently, we
welcome the debate and hope that The Western
Heritage, ninth edition, can help foster an in
formed discussion through its history of the West's
strengths and weaknesses, and the controversies
surrounding Westerri history.

Human beings mflke, experience, ·and record
their history. In this edition as in past editions, our
goal has been to present Western civilization fairly,
accurately, and in a way that does justice to that
great variety of human enterprise. History has
many facets, no one of which alone can account for
the others. Any attempt to tell the story of the
West from a single overarching perspective, no
matter how timely, is bound to neglect or suppress
some important parts of that story.. Like all authors
of introductory texts, we have had to make choices,
but we have attempted to provide the broadest pos
sible introduction to Weste,.-n civilization. To that
end, we hope that the many documents included
in this book will allow the widest. possible spec
trum of people to relate their personal experiences
over the centuries and will enable our readers to
share that experi~p.ce.

We also believe that any book addressing the ex
perience of the West must also look beyond its his
torical European borders. Students reading this book
come from a wide variety of cultures and experi
ences. They live in a world of highly interconnected
economies and instant communication between
cUltures. In this emerging multicultural society it
seems both appropriate and necessary to recognize
how Western civilization has throughout its history
interacted with other cultures, both influencing and
being influenced by them. Examples of this two
way interaction, such as that with islam, appear
throughout the text. To further highlight the theme
of cultural interaction, The Western Heritage in
cludes a series of comparative essays, "The West &.
the World." (For a fuller description, see following.)
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