
Chapter 19
The French Revolution & Napoleon

Section 1 (550-555):  The  American Revolution  
Italicized intro

2nd Paragraph:  “modern history began with . . . the French Revolution”!!!!!!!!!
You should be able to say (and understand) that whole paragraph!

1.  What was the “new order” based on? (end of the 2nd paragraph)
“a liberal movement to extend . . . bourgeoisie”

2.  According to your book (3rd paragraph), who gained the most from this revolution?
Reorganization, Resistance, & Rebellion

Not much here for our course
The War for Independence

Look at who sided against the British in this war.
Toward a New Nation

3.  What enlightenment philosophe was much of the US constitution based on?
The Impact of the American Revolution in Europe

OK, Now this section is getting going. (the rest was fluff)
That second paragraph is great!
“liberal political ideas of the Enlightenment”  - ARE “The rights of man, ideas of . . . powers”

    “liberal” has a specific meaning that has little to do with how we use the word in the US
      It is very important for you to know what values European Liberals support!!!

4.  What are the values of Liberalism?  the answer is the quote above!!!!!

Section 2 (555- 557):  Background to the French Revolution    [RB:  179-180]
Social Structure of the Old Regime

“Before the Revolution, French society was grounded in . . . ”
 1.  Describe the 3 Estates and the splits WITHIN each estate.

    Notice the splits in the first 2 estates.  Those splits are very important!!!!
Other Problems Facing the French Monarchy

2.  “The immediate cause of the French Revolution was . . .”
Hold it,  Louis’ calling of the Estates General (which is glossed over in this reading) is HUGE.
It sets in motion the biggest event of the millennium!!!  (a little mr adams hyperbole)
3.  Define the Estates General (2nd to last sentence)
4.  “Revolutions occur in times of rising expectations”  Bill Kantz
       Predict how that quotation, combined with the last sentence in the section, will play out. 

    What’s about to happen?!!

Section 3 (557- 565):  The French Revolution    [RB:  180-188]
From Estates-General to a National Assembly

I like your book, but this may be the worst treatment of the French Revolution that i’ve
 ever seen!!!     
“. . . consisted primarily of bourgeoisie and nobles”  

  not the old school nobles, but the enlightened nobles.  Old school nobles opposed this group.
1.  What action does the 3rd estate take on 6/17/89?
      HOLD IT!!!  Look on page 558, at the sentence that starts  “Most delegates still wanted to 

make changes within . . . traditional institutions”  
2.  What significance did the intervention of the common people have on the revolution?

    (page 559, 1st column)
3.  Define the Great Fear

The Destruction of the Old Regime
All that first paragraph is saying is that “the National Assembly abolished feudalism”
Don’t skip the brown box on page 561.  Notice how it’s different from our Bill of Rights.



THE KING AND THE CHURCH
“remained inactive at Versailles”??!??  There’s a revolution going on!  Wouldn’t a good 

    leader be attempting to get control of the revolution and guide it in the direction he wants?!?
  “promulgate” means  to enforce.  
  “The king was virtually a prisoner . . . politics.” says it very well.
4.  What kind of government does the National Assembly’s constitution create?
NOTE:  The National Assembly renames itself the Legislative Assembly
5.   The newly created government has several critics.  Who are they?

    p 564, 1st column
6.  What action did the king take in June 1791 and what effect did this have on the revolution?
OPPOSITION FROM ABROAD.

OK the new revolutionary government (dominated by the bourgeoisie) is attacked from 2 different sides
1)  Counter-revolutionaries (those who want to go back to the old ways)
  (Louis XVI,  Foreign Monarchs, High nobles, the church)
2)  Radical Revolutionaries (those wanting MORE changes!!)
   (Jacobins, sans-culottes, peasants, urban workers, etc)
     The Radicals win the competition in 1792

  Notice how the last sentence in the section contradicts what i’m teaching you in class.

Section 4 (565-572): The Radical Revolution & the Directory     [RB: 188-191]
The Radical Revolution

1.  What issue split the radicals in the National Convention?
2.  What positions did the Mountain and the Girondins take?  Who won?
3.  After killing the king, who did the Mountain go after next?
4.  What two men dominated the Committee of Public Safety
5.  What is new about the French Army
6.  Who was the “Reign of Terror” directed at?
7.  What was the Eventual Fate of Robespierre?

Reaction and the Directory (the third phase)
8.  Which group regained control in this phase of the Revolution?
9.  How successful was the Directory

Section 5 (572-576):  The Age of Napoleon    [RB:  194-205]
The Rise of Napoleon

The classic history question is whether Napoleon is the fulfillment of the Revolution 
or a perversion of it.

1.  How did Napoleon come to power in 1799?   
2.  What was his title in 1799?  in 1802?   in 1804?
“The revolutionary era that had begun . . . regime.”  Does this remind you of anything?

The Domestic Policies of Emperor Napoleon
3.  What was Napoleon’s motive for the Concordat?
4.  What did the Code Napoleon do to the role of fathers in France?
Look at that last paragraph.  it’s pretty good.
5.  Do you think Napoleon (in general) fulfilled or perverted enlightenment ideals?

Napoleon’s Empire & the European Response
Look at that map of what Napoleon had conquered by 1807
6.  What was Napoleon’s Continental System?     Success??
7.  Define Nationalism
8.  What was the Russian strategy against Napoleon?
9.  Where was Napoleon’s last defeat?  Where was he exiled? 

Conclusion
Please read this conclusion.  It’s a great summation of the revolution.  

Anyone who considers themselves educated should be able to describe this!!




