
Chapter 24
The Age of Modernity & Anxiety

1894-1914

Section 1 (710-722):  Toward the Modern Consciousness     [RB: 339-351]
THE best section in the book.  There are more interesting people (& scary ones) than you can shake a stick at.

Italicized Intro
The last paragraph is a great summary.

Toward the Modern Consciousness
1.  What was the attitude of most europeans of this era?
2.  When did the new  views that will be discussed this chapter really impact most Europeans?

Development of the Sciences:  a New Physics
man-o-man, that first paragraph is golden!!!   Notice how it just slipped that 2nd sentence in
without a lot of explanation.   Faith in science had replaced faith in religion for most European 
Intellectuals.  That was what the book was trying to say a while back in dealing with Positivism.
3.  Why would Einstein’s ideas really mess with the heads  of Scientists?  of the devoutly Religious?

Toward a New Understanding of the Irrational
Read that quote from Nietzchie at the bottom of 712.  That’s some pretty intense stuff.
That explanation of Neitzchie might be the best (most clearly written) I’ve ever seen.
4.  What does he mean by “God is Dead”
5.  What must the Superman create (according to Nietzsche)
6.  Why do you think Nietzsche would condemn democracy & the masses?

Sigmund Freud and Psychoanalysis
7.  What governs human motives . . .  according to the enlightenment,    according to Freud?

The Impact of Darwin:  Social Darwinism and Racism
whoa . . . social darwinism is hard core.  Notice how social darwinism can tap into Nationalism!
In case you haven’t seen it yet, the book is setting you up for National Socialism (Hitler).
Notice how a lot of beliefs you associate with Hitler had been around for about 50 years before 
he shows up.  kinda scary.

The Attack on Christianity & the Response of the Churches
Renan’s “higher criticism” doesn’t mean “to criticize.”   It means take a critical (rational) look 
at the bible (like historians do with other documents).  Your book doesn’t do a very good job 
with that paragraph.  
8.  How did the fundamentalists & Pius IX respond to the new “modern” ideas?
9.  What was the approach of Leo XIII’s De Rerum Novarum?

The Culture of Modernity
10.  How is Naturalism different from Realism?
11.  Why did artists  move away from painting realistically?
12.  What was the reaction to Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring?

Section 2 (723-731):  Politics - New Directions & New Uncertainties        
Intro

“steady progress . . . of liberalism . . . was soon slowed or even halted”!!!!
“liberals . . . move in new directions” ????   “workers elected socialists” !!!!

The Movement for Women’s Rights
1.  In what areas did women begin to fight for rights?  why?
2.  Describe the tactics of Pankhurst’s WSPU.
3.  During what major event saw the franchise extended to women?
4.  What is meant by the “new woman”

Jews within the European Nation-State
After you read the part about the Dreyfus Affair, you have to go to the Review Book pg 316-17



5.  The Dreyfus Affair was really an argument between which two groups?  RB 317
6.  Where was the most intense anti-semetism during the this era?
7.  What is Zionism and who is it’s major proponent during this era?

The Transformation of Liberalism:  Great Britain and Italy     [RB 310 -112]
8.  What groups pushed Britain toward social reform?
9.  What 2 groups came together to form the Labor Party
10.  Why did David Lloyd George and the Liberal Party enact a program of social reform.
Your book ignores the French during this period.    Read the Review Book pages 316-317.
11.  During the 3rd Republic, what was Anti-Clericalism  (RB 316-17)

Growing Tensions in Germany
12.  What two groups make up the traditional conservative forces in Germany?  

   (now, add the Military to those two and you’ve got your German conservatives - the Right Wing)
13.  Now, describe the German radicalized  FAR  Right
14.  Why did the German conservatives work with  the distasteful Far Right?

Industrialization and Revolution in Imperial Russia    [RB:  332-336]
15.  Who won the Russo-Japanese War of 1904??!?!??!?!?!
16.  What do the following people in Russia want?  the middle class, Ethnic nationals,  Peasants,  
17.  What happened at “Bloody Sunday”?  
18.  What did Nicholas promise in the October Manifesto?

The Rise of the US  & the Growth of Canada
Read it, it’s interesting

Section 3 (731-739):  The New Imperialism                [RB:  354-369]
Causes of the New Imperialism

Wow, check out how nationalism went from a liberal bent to a conservative one
1.  What prompted  nations to support imperialism (4 or 5 depending on how you count em)

  (The same reasons are spelled out a little better on page 356-7 of the RB)
2.  What fact points out that “national prestige” had to be a major reason for imperialism?

The Creation of Empires
Read the White Man’s Burden.  It’s amazing.(and he’s serious. It reads like satire, but he actually means it)
3.  What African country successfully avoided imperialism?   who did they beat?  
4.  RB page 359:  Why was the Opium War fought?

Asian Responses to Imperialism
5.   What was the Boxer Rebellion and  what was its outcome?

In addition, from the Review Book pages you should know King Leopold and the Belgians in the Congo.  

Section 4 (739-745):   International Rivalry                 [RB: 373-382]
The Bismarckian System

OK, this section has too much information in it.  The important things: 
Bismarck knew that Germany’s existence created worries in others.  He tried to make alliances to 
avoid war. Wanted to make an alliance with Austria & Russia. Can’t! Both A & R want to 
dominate eastern Europe.  Bismarck goes with Austria and  inadvertently drives Russia over to 
the France side.
1.  What powers were in the Triple Alliance?

New Directions and New Crises
Those “place in the sun” & “splendid isolation” quotes are important.
WoW,  Britain & Germany should have been natural allies, BUT GB’s fear of the G navy.
And G’s bizarre behavior in 1905 pushed GB, F & R to form the Triple Entente
That whole SE region is called the Balkans.  Austria & Russian problems over Serbia is the 
important issue.


